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Portugal - no tradition in the teaching of academic writing Higher Education 
(despite the recognition of students’ difficulties)
• undergraduate programmes, mainly in the area of Language and Humanities, may have a 
discipline focused on expression techniques that may include some academic writing issues
• introductory short courses for 1st year students;
• at PhD level - courses or modules focused on writing aspects that are characteristic of the 
respective scientific field
• semester optional courses offered to undergraduate and postgraduate students universities (at 
the suggestion of some professors) 
UNIVERSITY OF MINHO
• Before “Bologna” – Engineering five year graduation programmes had optional disciplines on
“cultural issues” – students should choose one in the 4th year
• After “Bologna” – The UMinho optional discipline (included in the studies plan of all graduation
or 5 year master courses – the palcement of the discipline in the studies plans varies according to
the course):
The University of Minho courses aim at a comprehensive preparation of the students, providing them with
not only the specific knowledge and skills of their scientific and professional fields, but also cross-cutting
competences that enhance their development as individuals, citizens and professionals.
The creation of the UMinho Optional discipline aims to promote creativity and the reflective and critical
thinking skills that enable problem analysis, the generation of innovative and sustainable solutions and the
active participation of students in society.
AN OPPORTUNITY TO OFFER A DISCIPLINE ON ACDEMIC WRITING
UNIVERSITY OF MINHO
Before “Bologna” 
Methodologies for the Production of Written Works
A generic and remmedial perspective of approaching writing- students.
• Students’ main difficulties persisted;
• We learned a lot about:
• student´s’ problems;
• the teaching of writing – what does not function and why?
Reading/Writing and Knowledge Construction in Academic Contexts
Main Goals:
• To promote reading and writing skills involved in knowledge construction and expression in an academic 
contexts
• To improve students’ academic performances and their capacity to participate in different social contexts in 
HE and beyond.
by
• Becoming aware of the specific uses of language in academic contexts;
• Being involved in meaningful reading and writing practices;
• Understanding the roles oft reading and writing as learning tools.
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• Students’ main difficulties persisted;
• We learned a lot about:
• student´s’ problems;
• the teaching of writing – what does not function and why?
Teaching objectives:
1) To understand the role of reading and writing throughout 
the learning process.
2) To recognize the very nature of language and textual genres 
used in a given subject area.
3) To understand the specific practices of reading and writing 
within each subject area.
4) To develop processes of knowledge production by the use of 
written language.
5) To develop comprehension skills.
6) To develop writing skills.
Teaching objectives:
• To understand the role of reading and writing throughout the learning process.
• To recognize the specificity of language and text genres used in a given subject area.
• To understand the specific practices of reading and writing within each subject area.
• To develop knowledge production processes by the use of written language.
• To use adequate comprehension strategies according to the nature of textual genres involved;
• To produce academic textual genres.
1) The role of reading and writing in academic contexts.
2) Academic genres:
a) Concept of genre;
b) Specificity and diversity of academic  text genres.
3) Reading strategies for knowledge acquisition:
a) From decoding to the development and integration of prior 
knowledge.
4) Writing as a learning tool:
a) Writing to register information: note-taking, reading logs, ...;
b) Write to organize and elaborate knowledge.
5) Writing and knowledge expression and dissemination:
a) Write in tests or exams;
b) The production of academic text genres;
6) The representation of scientific discourse:
a) Referencing and citation procedures.
This course aims at raising students' awareness of the knowledge
acquisition, development and expression processes that take place in
academic contexts. These processes involve mainly reading and writing
different textual genres. The specificity of these genres results from the
characteristics of the contexts where they are produced and
The syllabus focuses on different dimensions of these reading and
writingprocesses, and deepens the awareness of the intrinsic nature of
textual genres produced in academic context.
This course is eminently practical. It implies the development of 
reading and writing tasks involving different academic textual 
genres.
Evaluation is based on a portfolio that includes the products of 
the reading and writing tasks that students are asked to 
perform and which depict the knowledge and skills acquired.
As it was said above, this course aims at raising students' awareness
of the knowledge acquisition, development and expression processes
that take place in academic contexts. These processes involve mainly
reading and writing different textual genres. The specificity of these
genres results from the contexts where they are produced and read,
and students must be aware of their characteristics.
Therefore, this course is eminently practical. It implies the
development of reading and writing tasks involving different academic
textual genres used in the stdents' content areas.
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Teachers and textbooks are the two main, and often
coincident, knowledge sources. The students are not
considered knowledge producers but just recipients, a last
stage of a knowledge transmission process, being requested
to express, in tests or exams, what they have been taught.
At elementary and secondary levels, students write mostly to 
reproduce knowledge and that happens mainly in evaluation 
settings, in which success is rather dependent on the fidelity of 
such reproduction.

Higher Education implies new and more complex uses 
of language that demand distancing and decentering, 
the use of writing as a thinking tool and an instrument 
of knowledge construction and not in a predominantly 
functional and expressive way as they were used to do 
in lower school level.
Students are expected to appropriate and reconfigure
knowledge in their own way, as the result of a process in
which they interact with multiple and often divergent
sources of information shaped in diverse genres.

